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2017 CLASSES
We are happy to offer you the following opportunities to learn more about
gardening. Please remember that many of the classes are limited. Please
register early to assure a spot in the classes you wish to attend.
Starting Transplants Indoors ~ Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30 p.m.: Growing your own transplants
indoors is challenging but not impossible. Learn tips and techniques to help you successfully grow healthy plants
indoors under lights. We will discuss different lighting options for your consideration. Participants will receive
materials to take home to grow their own transplants. We will use several of our seed starting props as door
prizes. Cost: $10.00

Proper Pruning Techniques ~ Tuesday, January 24th at 6:30 p.m.: Proper pruning is an integral part
of landscape management. Many homeowners are daunted by the task or plunge ahead hacking mercilessly. Join
us to learn the basics of proper pruning, including how to make proper cuts, appropriate timing, and even when
to call a professional. Door prizes. Free but must register in advance.

Easy Cut Flowers From Seed ~ Thursday, February 2nd at 3:00 p.m.: We will discuss great cut
flowers that can be seeded directly into the garden. There are several easily grown plants that can provide
bouquets over a long season. Zinnias, larkspur, gloriosa daisies, cockscomb etc. If you can spare some garden
space or have sunny spots in your landscape, you can grow flowers. Discussion will include management tips to
insure your success. Take home fun seeds for your garden! Cost: $15.00.

Breaking Ground-Options for Starting New Gardens ~ Tuesday, February 7th at 6:30 p.m.:
Suppose you want a vegetable garden out back or possibly to extend a landscape bed? Where do you begin when
you have lawn or weeds? There are many options and will discuss the pros and cons of each including methods of
removing existing growth, options for improving soil and when raised beds are better choices. Free, but must

register in advance.

Great Salad Greens ~ Thursday, February 16th at 6:30 p.m.: The earliest garden produce is often
greens. There are many different options that grow well in central Kentucky. We will provide tips to help you be
successful with lettuce, kale, spinach and provide seeds for some exceptionally tasty varieties you may not know.
Salads do not have to be boring. Take home seeds for your garden. Cost: $10.00.
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Low Input Lawn Care ~ Thursday, March 2nd at 6:30 p.m.: Lawn care can range from full blown

golf course management to mowing whatever happens to be growing out there. Surprisingly you can have a
very nice yard with a minimal input approach. We will discuss why less fertilizer can be beneficial and how to
get the most out of your turf by simply following the grasses natural biology and seasonal growth. Free but

must register in advance.

Unusual Annuals From Seed ~ Tuesday, March 7th at 3:00 p.m.: Some less common jewels for the
garden. There are lots of interesting annuals beyond what nurseries offer. We will discuss many old fashioned
cottage garden varieties you may want to try as well as some spectacular giant annuals that can be very dramatic
if you have the room. We will send you home with seeds for a few of them to grow yourself. Cost: $10.00.

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, The Early Spring Crops ~ Thursday, March 9th at
6:00 p.m.: There are many great reasons to grow some of your own food. We will teach the very basic

concepts of growing vegetables. This class will focus on the early spring crops that can be planted and
harvested before the main spring planting window. It is far easier than you might think. Participants will receive
a copy of our vegetable growing guide and a packet of seeds. Class will be held at Southern States
Cooperative, 2570 Palumbo Drive. Cost is free, but pre-registration is required to reserve a seat.

Potatoes ~ Thursday, March 16 at 6:30 p.m.: Many home vegetable gardeners dismiss the potato from
their list of crops, citing their inexpensive availability and space requirements. As many of you know, home
garden produce tastes far better then supermarket fare. The potato is an ancient and wildly diverse plant. We
will discuss varieties, growing requirements, space saving growing techniques, and each participant will leave
with an assortment of seed potatoes for their own parcel. Cost: $15.00.

Onions and Leeks ~ Tuesday, March 21st at 6:30 p.m.: This class will provide an overview of the
commonly grown onions and their relatives. We will provide transplants of newer, harder to find onions and
leeks for your garden. You can have some form of onion for kitchen use year round with a little planning.

Cost: $10.00.

A Glimpse of a Lunatic’s Garden ~ Monday (yes Monday), March 27th at 6:00 p.m.: A virtual
tour of 2016 through the seasons. Some of the better photos and plant combinations in Jamie’s garden from
the last year. Annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, vegetables and, of course, a few animals. All strung together
with the usual meandering narrative. Plan to stay a while…..You can’t shut him up. We are starting early to
cover a lot of territory. 6:00-8:00 p.m. Cost: $20.00, with all proceeds going to the display gardens at

The Arboretum.

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, The Early Spring Crops ~ Tuesday, March 28th at
6:30 p.m.: There are many great reasons to grow some of your own food. We will teach the very basic

concepts of growing vegetables. This class will focus on the early spring crops that can be planted and
harvested before the main spring planting window. It is far easier than you might think. Participants will receive
a copy of our vegetable growing guide and a packet of seeds. Class will be held at the Northside Branch
Public Library, 1733 Russel Cave Road. Cost is free, but pre-registration is required to reserve a seat.

Sunflowers ~ Tuesday, April 4th at 3:00 p.m.: One of the easiest and most rewarding plants to grow.
Did you know sunflowers now come in a wide range of colors and sizes, including pollenless types for cutting?
We will cover how to plant and grow sunflowers and provide each class member a variety of unusual types to
grow in your home garden. Cost: $15.00.

Primocane Blackberries ~ Thursday, April 13th at 6:30 p.m.: Perhaps you have heard of these new
blackberries that bear fruit on the current season’s growth like fall-bearing raspberries. These varieties extend
our blackberry season into fall and are nice compliments to summer varieties. The fruits have high sugar levels.
Each participant will receive 3 Prime Ark Freedom berry plants for their backyard homestead. Cost: $20.00.
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Dahlias ~ Tuesday, April 18th at 6:30 p.m.: Many people shy away from tender bulbs because of the hassle associated with digging and winter storage. This is actually not a big deal and many are affordable enough to
treat as a annual. Dahlias are spectacular in bloom and come in a wide variety of colors, shapes and sizes. Wee
will teach you to grow beautiful dahlias and send you home with an assortment for your garden. Cost: $20.00

Coral Bells ~ Thursday, April 20th at 6:30 p.m.: The market has been saturated with new Heucheras
featuring brightly colored leaves. Unfortunately, the old fashioned, “tough as nails” coral bells have become harder
to find. We will cover a wide variety of Heucheras and hybrids but send you home with some of the more
traditional types. Spring hummingbird favorites! Cost: $15.00

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners ~ Thursday, April 27th at 6:30 p.m.: Ideal introductory class

for those new to vegetable gardening. This class will cover warm season crops like tomatoes, peppers,
beans, and squash. We will discuss simple approaches to having a small garden. Participants will receive a
copy of our vegetable growing guide and a packet of seeds. Class will be held at the Beaumont Branch
Public Library, 3080 Fieldstone Way. Cost is free, but pre-registration is required to reserve a seat.

Growing Great Tomatoes ~ Tuesday, May 2nd at 6:30 p.m.: A whole class about everyone’s favorite
summer vegetable. We will discuss techniques for growing great tomatoes and how to avoid common pitfalls.
There will be an emphasis on disease prevention. Each class member will take home a hybrid tomato and an open
pollinated heirloom for your own mini trial. Cost: Free but must register in advance to receive plants.

NEW CLASS: Growing Great Tomatoes ~ Thursday, May 4th at 6:00 p.m.: A whole class about
everyone’s favorite summer vegetable. We will discuss techniques for growing great tomatoes and how to avoid
common pitfalls. There will be an emphasis on disease prevention. Each class member will take home a hybrid
tomato and an open pollinated heirloom for your own mini trial. Class will meet at West Sixth Street

Brewing, 501 W Sixth Street. Cost: Free but must register in advance to receive plants.

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners ~Thursday, May 4th, 6:30 p.m. Ideal introductory class for
those new to vegetable gardening. This class will cover warm season crops like tomatoes, peppers, beans,
and squash. We will discuss simple approaches to having a small garden. Participants will receive a copy
of our vegetable growing guide and a packet of seeds. Class will be held at the Fayette County
Extension Office. Cost is free, but pre-registration is required to reserve a seat.

Hardy Hibiscus ~ Thursday, May 11th at 6:30 p.m.: Often called ‘dinner plate’ hibiscus because of their
giant flowers, perennial hibiscus have been around for a long time. Only in recent years have breeders turned their
attention to making better varieties. Improvements include shorter plants, unique dark foliage and new colors that
bloom for much longer periods of time. We are sourcing some of the best varieties for your garden. Very reliable
and easy to grow once established. You will receive a nice assortment of varieties as bare root divisions.

Cost: $20.00

Hens and Chicks ~ Tuesday, May 16th at 6:30 p.m.: Of course we mean the succulent sempervivums and
not poultry this time. Most of us are familiar with these little evergreen rosettes and how incredibly durable they
are. They work great in succulent planters and areas with poor, dry soil. We will cover care and provide an
assortment for you to grow in your garden. Cost: $20.00.

Elephant Ears ~ Thursday, June 8th at 6:30 p.m.: Impressive tropical giants that are easy to grow. This
class will expose you to unusual varieties focusing primarily on the upright Alocasias. These are sure to amaze
visitors and most can be overwintered easily. Recent interest has made unusual forms and leaf shapes readily
available. We will provide a plant or two for your garden. Cost: $20.00.

Perennials for Shade Gardens ~ Thursday, June 15th at 3:00 p.m.: There are many great perennials for
shady gardens. We will cover some of the more reliable ones. Dry shade among tree roots is near impossible but
we will have a suggestion or two for those difficult spots. There is a whole universe beyond hosta and ferns. Take
home small plants for your own shady retreat. Cost: $15.00.
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Vegetable Gardening for Beginners Part II, Maintaining ~Tuesday, June 20th at 6:30 p.m.:

This class will cover some of the most basic questions for any first time gardener when it comes to
maintaining the new plot. Topics will include things like watering, pest/weed management, and
fertilizing. Participants will receive a copy of our vegetable growing guide and there will also be
drawings for a few door prizes that any first time gardener will love. Class will be held at the Fayette
County Extension Office. Cost is free, but pre-registration is required to reserve a seat.
NEW CLASS: Flower Show Demonstrating ~ Tuesday, June 20th at 6:30 p.m.: Do you have questions
about entering flower arrangements at the Bluegrass Flower & Vegetable show at the Lexington Lions Club
Bluegrass Fair? Mary Turner of Lexington Council Garden Clubs, will
demonstrate designs suitable for several of the classes. We will also address entering horticulture
exhibits (flowers, fruits, and vegetables). Cost: Free but must register in advance to reserve a seat.
NEW CLASS: Discovering the Many Uses of Herbs ~ June 27th at 6:00 p.m.: An herb demonstration
which will covers several areas: culinary, medicinal, teas, scented and the knot garden. The class will highlight
herbs used in flavoring food and drinks, herbal usage in pharmaceutical
industries, varieties of teas the history of knot gardens and enjoy the wonderful fragrances of the scented herbs.
There will also be demonstration of how to grow herbs in a pot. Class will meet at the Arboretum, 500
Alumni Drive, Lexington. Cost: $10.00, class is limited to 25 participants. Preregistration is re-

quired.

Oyster Mushrooms ~ Thursday, June 29th at 6:30 p.m.: There are many varieties of mushrooms that
can be grown at home. We will demonstrate how to grow one of the easier types, oyster mushrooms, in straw.
Participants will receive live spawn to take home and begin their own cultures. These should begin producing
in the fall. Cost: $20.00.

Making Perennials Work ~ Thursday, July 6th at 3:00 p.m.:

few tips about getting the most from
your perennial garden. Matching plants to your growing conditions is vital. We will discuss the importance of
foliage and successive bloom seasons as well as pruning and management techniques. We will also discuss
some exceptional perennial performers for our area. Cost: $10.00.
A

The Fall Vegetable Garden, Plan Now for Late Fall - Winter Harvest ~ Thursday, July 13th
at 6:30 p.m.: Most seasoned gardeners regularly plant fall vegetable crops. With some planning, season

extending techniques and proper storage it is possible to eat from your garden well into winter. We will discuss
best varieties for storage, which crops can be mulched in ground and which things are actually hardy enough to
make it with no care. We can certainly enjoy fresh produce through December and often later. We will furnish
seeds and\or transplants for your home garden. Cost: $10.00.

Weed Management ~ Tuesday, July 18th at 6:30 p.m.: Bush honeysuckle, winter creeper euonymus,
escaped ornamental pears…the list goes on and on. We are all experiencing problems with these highly
invasive woody plants and control measures can be intimidating. Joe Omelian, UK weed science specialist will
discuss management of woody invasive and which options are most effective. We will discuss herbicides,
special tools to make the job easier and various tips to improve your success. Joe is also a great resource for any
weed management questions you may have. Cost: $5.00.

Renovating Lawns ~ Thursday, August 3rd at 6:30 p.m.: Late summer is the best time to re-seed
lawns in Kentucky. We will cover basic lawn care with an emphasis on how to best seed or renovate your
existing lawn. We will present several greener, lower input approaches to traditional lawn care. Cost: Free

but must register in advance.

Crape Myrtles ~ Thursday, August 10th at 3:00 p.m.: Although we are too far north to seriously grow
these as trees, there are still many applications for crape myrtles grown as shrubs or pruned like giant
perennials. Newer varieties have been selected for foliage color, compact size, longer bloom, disease resistance
and fall color. We will feature some varieties that have performed well in Kentucky. We will raffle several
plants as door-prizes. Cost: $10.00.
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Hydrangeas ~ Tuesday, August 22nd at 6:30 p.m.: Not to burst your bubble, but those giant pink and blue
varieties tend to perform poorly in our climate. We hope to open your eyes to all the other wonderful
hydrangeas that you might not know as well. And yes, we will offer some tips that may improve the odds of your
being successful with the blue ones. We will raffle our examples as door prizes. Cost: $10.00.

Autumn Crocus and Colchicums ~ Thursday, September 7th at 6:30 p.m.: Although these colorful
blooms look shocking amid the fallen leaves it is refreshing to have such color when everything else is winding
down. From the small purple and ghostly lavender crocus to the giant pink and white colchicums, these are a
delight for the serious plant collector. We will provide bulbs for your home garden. Cost: $25.00.

Saving Flower Seeds ~ Thursday, September 14th at 6:30 p.m.: It is very easy to save and store seeds.
This class will cover cross pollination hazards, hybrid versus open pollinated, how to dry and store for longest
life. Learn what is practical for the home gardener. Cost: Free but must register in advance to reserve a seat.

Peonies ~ Tuesday, September 19th at 6:30 p.m.: There are few perennials that you can plant and forget
but peonies certainly qualify. Peonies often exist in cemeteries without care for decades. Join us to learn about
herbaceous peonies and take home three of these gorgeous plants for your own garden. Cost: $20.00.

Storing Winter Bulbs ~ Thursday, October 5th at 3:00 p.m.: Our discussion will focus primarily on
tender flowering plants but many of the same curing and storage techniques work for root vegetables. Learn best
practices for keeping things like cannas, dahlias, elephant ears, etc. from year to year. Cost: $5.00.

Minor Bulbs ~ Thursday, October 12th at 6:30 p.m.: An introduction to wonderful bulbs far less common
than the typical tulips, crocus and daffodils. Many of the smaller varieties are ideal for planting in natural areas or
mixing into perennial borders. Participants will take home a sampler of several unique bulb varieties to plant at
home. Cost: $20.00.

Daffodils ~ Tuesday, October 17th at 6:30 p.m.: Everyone loves the sight of the cheerful spring daffodils
with their promise of warmer days to come. We all know the large yellow trumpet varieties but there 13 divisions
of these amazing bulbs including miniatures, small cupped, double, etc. We will explore the genus with tips for
planting and naturalizing. Each class member will take home a sampler of lesser known daffodils and some other
special spring flowering companion bulbs for their own garden. We will include a generous assortment.

Cost: $20.00

Lilies ~ Thursday, November 2nd at 6:30 p.m.: We see many more daylilies planted than true lilies, which
are grown from bulbs, but there is no denying their beauty and, often, wonderful fragrance. The most common
include the Asiatic and oriental types but there are many great hybrids and species to consider. Indulge yourself
in this informative crash course about lilies. Take home an assortment of bulbs to plant for a spectacular display
next summer. Cost: $25.00

Stump the Horticulture Agent, “Ask Anything” ~ Tuesday, November 7th at 6:30 p.m.:
Question and answer session- an opportunity for the audience to steer the conversation to whatever topics you

desire. Put the agent in the hot seat and hopefully I will know the answers. Any horticulture topic. Cost: Free,

but advance registration is required to reserve a seat.

My Favorite Garden Tools ~ Thursday, November 16th at 6:30 p.m.: Various tools, equipment and

accessories - Over the years all serious gardeners find tools and accessories that they consider indispensable. In
this session I will discuss various implements that work very well in the landscape and vegetable garden. All
shovels and hoes are not created equal. Many of our examples will be raffled as door prizes.

Cost: $5.00

Holiday Greens ~ Tuesday, December 5th at 3:00 p.m.: You can create beautiful holiday wreaths,

garlands, swags and centerpieces using materials from your own yard. Jamie Dockery will demonstrate several
items. We will share many tips and tricks along the way. Our demonstrations will be raffled as door prizes.

Cost: $10.00.
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~ 2017 GARDENER’S TOOLBOX CLASSES ~
Keep this chart for your Records




Class and Time

Class and Time

Tues., 1/17: Starting Transplants Indoors @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues.,1/24: Proper Pruning Techniques @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 2/2: Easy Cut Flowers From Seeds @ 3:00 p.m.

Tues., 2/7: Breaking Ground, New Gardens @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs.., 2/16: Great Salad Greens @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 3/2: Low Input Lawn Care @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 3/7: Unusual Annuals From Seeds @ 3:00 p.m.

Thurs., 3/9: Veggie Gardens for Beginners, Early Crops, @
6:00 p.m. at Southern States, 2570 Palumbo Drive.

Thurs., 3/16: Potatoes @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 3/21: Onions and Leeks @ 6:30 p.m.

Mon., 3/27: A Glimpse of a Lunatic's Garden @ 6:00 p.m.

Tues., 3/28: Veggie Gardens/Beginners, Early Crops @ 6:30
p.m. at Northside Branch Public Library, 1733 Russel Cave Rd.

Tues., 4/4: Sunflowers @ 3:00 p.m.

Thurs., 4/13: Primocane Blackberry @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 4/18: Dahlias, @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 4/20: Cora Bells @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 4/27: Veggie Gardening for Beginners @ 6:30 p.m.
at Beaumont Branch Public Library, 3080 Fieldstone Way

Tues., 5/2: Growing
Great Tomatoes @ 6:30 p.m.
CLASS FULL

NEW CLASS: Thur.., 5/4: Growing Great Tomatoes

Thurs., 5/4: Veggie Gardening for Beginners @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 5/11: Hardy Hibiscus @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 5/16: Hens & Chicks @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 6/8: Elephant Ears@ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 6/15: Perennials
for FULL
Shade Gardens @ 3:00 p.m.
CLASS

Tues., 6/20: Veggie Gardening/Beginners Part II @ 6:30
p.m.

NEW CLASS:

NEW CLASS:

Thurs., 6/29: Oyster Mushrooms @ 6:30 p.m.

@ 6:00 p.m. at the West 6th Street Brewing, 501 West
Sixth Street

6/27: Discovering the Many Uses of Herbs, @

6/20: Flower Show Demonstration, @ 6:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

Thurs., 7/6: Making Perennials Work @ 3:00 p.m.

Thurs., 7/13: Fall Vegetable Garden @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 7/18: Weed Management @ 6:30 p.m.

CLASS FULL
Thurs., 8/3: Renovating
Lawns @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 8/10: Crape Myrtle @ 3:00 p.m.

Tues., 8/22: Hydrangeas
@ 6:30 p.m.
CLASS FULL

Thurs., 9/7: Autumn Crocus @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 9/14: Saving Flower Seeds @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 9/19: Peonies @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 10/5: Storing Winter Bulbs, @ 3:00 p.m.

Thurs., 10/12: Minor Bulbs @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 10/17: Daffodils @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 11/2: Lilies @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 11/7: Stump the Hort. Agent @ 6:30 p.m.

Thurs., 11/16: My Favorite Garden Tool @ 6:30 p.m.

Tues., 12/5: Holiday Greens @ 3:00 p.m.

Winter Weather Policy

When Fayette County Schools are closed, our programs will be cancelled.

2017 GARDENER’S TOOLBOX - REGISTRATION FORM
Name: ________________________Phone: _____________E-Mail:___________________
Address: _____________________________City: ______________State: ____ Zip: _____
TOTAL Amount Enclosed $ ________
IMPORTANT REMINDERS!





Sign up early for classes to avoid being turned away because class is full.
ALL classes are “PRE-REGISTRATION” only.
If you need to cancel, you must do so 2 weeks prior to the class time to receive a refund or credit for a
different class.
If handouts and/or plants are not picked up 3 days after class, items will be donated.

~ 2017 GARDENER’S TOOLBOX CLASSES ~



Class and Cost



Class and Cost

1/17: Starting Transplants Indoors, Cost: $10.00

1/24: Proper Pruning Techniques, Cost: Free

2/2: Easy Cut Flowers From Seeds, Cost: $15.00

2/7: Breaking Ground, Starting New Gardens, Cost: Free

2/16: Great Salad Greens, Cost: $10.00

3/2: Low Input Lawn Care, Cost: Free

3/7: Unusual Annuals From Seeds, Cost: $10.00

3/9: Veggie Gardens for Beginner-Early Crops, Cost: Free

3/16: Potatoes, Cost: $15.00

3/21: Onions and Leeks, Cost: $10.00

3/27: A Glimpse of a Lunatic's Garden, Cost:: $20.00

3/28: Veggie Gardens for Beginners, Early Crops, Cost:: Free

4/4: Sunflowers, Cost: $15.00

4/13: Primocane Blackberry, Cost: $20.00

4/18: Dahlias, Cost: $15.00

4/20: Cora Bells, Cost: $15.00

4/27: Veggie Gardening for Beginners, Cost: Free

5/2: Growing Great Tomatoes, Cost: Free

NEW CLASS: 5/4: Growing Great Tomatoes, Cost: Free

5/4: Veggie Gardening for Beginners, Cost: Free

5/11: Hardy Hibiscus, Cost: $20.00

5/16: Hens & Chicks, Cost: $20.00

6/8: Elephant Ears, Cost: $20.00

6/15: Perennials
forFULL
Shade Gardens, Cost: $15.00
CLASS

6/20: Veggie Gardening for Beginners Part II, Cost:: Free

New Class: 6/20: Flower Show Demonstration, Cost: Free @ 6:30 p.m.

New Class: 6/27: Discovering the Many Uses of Herbs, Cost: $10.00

6/29: Oyster Mushrooms, Cost: $20.00

7/6: Making Perennials Work, Cost: $10.00

7/13: Fall Vegetable Garden, Cost: $10.00

7/18: Weed Management, Cost: $5.00

8/3: Renovating Lawns, Cost: Free

8/10: Crape Myrtle, Cost: $10.00

CLASS
FULL
8/22: Hydrangeas,
Cost:
$10.00

9/7: Autumn Crocus, Colchicums, Cost: $25.00

9/14: Saving Flower Seeds, Cost: Free

9/19: Peonies, Cost: $20.00

10/5: Storing Winter Bulbs, Cost: $5.00

10/12: Minor Bulbs, Cost: $20.00

10/17: Daffodils, Cost: $20.00

11/2: Lilies, Cost: $25.00

11/7: Stump the Hort. Agent, Cost: Free

11/16: My Favorite Garden Tools, Cost: $5.00

12/5: Holiday Greens, Cost: $10.00

@ 6:00 p.m.

Please make check payable to: Fayette County Master Gardener Association
Mail To: Gardener’s Toolbox ~ Fayette County Extension Office ~ 1140 Harry Sykes Way ~ Lexington, KY 40504
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