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2019 CLASSES
We are happy to offer you the following opportunities to learn more about
gardening. Please remember that many of the classes are limited. Please
register early to assure a spot in the classes you wish to attend. Please note,
start time has changed to 6:00 p.m. Please read each description closely
to be sure of the time your class(es) begin.
Jamie’s Recommended Vegetable Varieties ~ Tuesday, January 22nd, 6:00 p.m.: We will

discuss the merits of numerous vegetable varieties that have proven easy to grow in central Kentucky. Many of
these feature atypical colors or other things you may not have encountered. This is not a class on how to grow
vegetables but a discussion of proven performers that are likely to end up on your list every year. We will send
you home with several types of seed for your own garden. Cost: $10.00

Tips for Improving Your Internet Searches ~Thursday, January 24th, 6:00 p.m.: We all

search the internet for garden information but there are many sites that are not reliable sources. Rebecca
Montano-Smith, Lexington Public Library and Extension Master Gardener, will seek to increase your knowledge
of the search process related to gardening information. Learn tips to help you access the most reliable research
based information. Cost: Free, but must pre-register to reserve a seat.

Seed Starting ~ Thursday, February 7th, 6:00 p.m.: Growing your own transplants indoors. Learn
tips and techniques to help you successfully grow healthy plants indoors under lights. We will discuss different
lighting options for your consideration. Participants will receive materials to take home to grow their own
transplants. We will use several of our seed starting props as door prizes. Cost: $5.00

Zinnias ~ Tuesday, February 26th, 6:00 p.m.: The wildly popular zinnia is a favorite no brainer but

often succumbs to disease problems. We will introduce you to improved varieties that will have friends and
neighbors drooling. You will be amazed at the bloom size, disease resistance and super bright colors. We will also
offer some smaller flowered types that make great bedding plants. You will take home seeds for several colors
and types. Cost: $10.00

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, The Early Spring Crops ~ Thursday, March 7th,

6:00 p.m.: There are many great reasons to grow some of your own food. We will teach the very basic

concepts of growing vegetables. This class will focus on the early spring crops that can be planted and harvested
before the main spring planting window. It is far easier than you might think. Participants will receive a copy of
our vegetable growing guide and a packet of seeds. Class will be held at Southern States Cooperative,
2570 Palumbo Drive. Cost is free, but please call the Fayette County Extension office, (859) 257-5582,

to reserve a seat.
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Local Plant Societies and Garden Clubs Fair ~ Thursday, March 14th, 6:00 p.m.: We are

hosting a meet and greet for as many garden clubs and plant groups as we can assemble. Come learn more about
these organizations and ask these experts questions about your favorite plants. Mingle with other gardeners who
share your interests. We will provide light refreshments and ongoing door prizes at this event. Cost: Free, but

must pre-register to reserve a seat.

Onions and Leeks ~ Tuesday, March 19th, 6:00 p.m.: This class will provide an overview of the

commonly grown onions and their relatives. We will provide transplants of newer, harder to find onions and leeks
for your garden. You can have some form of onion for kitchen use year round with a little planning.

Cost: $10.00

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners ~ Thursday, March 21st, 6:00 p.m.: There are many great

reasons to grow some of your own food. We will teach the very basic concepts of growing vegetables. While this
class will focus on the early spring crops that can be planted and harvested before the main planting window, we
will also touch on a few of the popular summer crops. It is far easier than you might think. Participants will receive
a copy of our vegetable growing guide and a packet of seeds. Class will be held at the Northside Branch Public
Library, 1733 Russell Cave Road. Cost is free, but please call the Fayette County Extension office,

(859) 257-5582, to reserve a seat.

Favorite Flowers for Cutting ~ Tuesday, March 26th, 6:00 p.m.: Val Schirmer of Three Toad’s

Farm will present her favorite cut flowers and best choices to grow in your garden. In this informative session she
will also cover cut flower basics, share tips and tricks to help you succeed, and field any questions. We will raffle a
pair of pruners as a door prize. Cost is free, but please pre-register to reserve a seat.

Breaking Ground ~ Thursday, March 28th, 6:00 p.m.: Suppose you want a vegetable garden out back
or possibly to extend a landscape bed? Where do you begin when you have lawn or weeds? There are many
options and we’ll discuss the pros and cons of each including methods of removing existing growth, options for
improving soil and when raised beds are better choices. Cost: Free, but must pre-register to reserve a seat.

Pruning Trees and Shrubs ~Thursday, April 4th, 6:00 p.m.: Proper pruning is an integral part of

landscape management. Many homeowners are daunted by the task or plunge ahead hacking mercilessly. Join us
to learn the basics of proper pruning including how to make proper cuts, appropriate timing, and even when to call
a professional. Door prizes to consist of Felco pruners and a nice pruning saw. Cost: $10.00

Spectacular Sunflowers ~ Thursday, April 11th, 6:00 p.m.: One of the easiest and most rewarding

plants to grow. Did you know sunflowers now come in a wide range of colors and sizes, including pollenless types
for cutting? We will cover how to plant and grow sunflowers and provide each class member a variety of unusual
types to grow in your home garden. Cost: $10.00

Chicago Botanic Garden’s Plant Trial Program ~ Tuesday, April 23rd, 2:00 p.m.: Richard

Hawke, Plant Evaluation Manager and Associate Scientist, will discuss components of the plant evaluation
program at CBG, such as comparative trials, plant exploration, and invasive species testing. A behind the scenes
look at how better plants advance in the industry. Cost: Free, but please advance register to reserve a seat.

Top Performing Perennials from the Chicago Botanic Gardens Trials ~Tuesday, April 23rd,

6:00 p.m.: Richard Hawke will present a second talk featuring which perennials have performed best over the
years. He will discuss a number of newer varieties of several species. This information will be a valuable asset to
any perennial gardener. Cost: Free, but please advance register to reserve a seat.

The Challenges of Dry Shade ~Tuesday, April 30th 6:00 p.m.: If you have trees, you have shade,
and the dry inhospitable areas under trees can give gardeners fits. This is not a long list of plants that will grow
there, those are few in number and tolerate these conditions more so than thrive. We will discuss alternatives to
planting, ways to assist plants along, and techniques to establish a few of the tougher options. This will not solve
your problems but give you a few pointers to help in the battle. Take home a few of the tougher options to try.

Cost: $15.00
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Growing Great Tomatoes ~ Thursday, May 2nd, 6:00 p.m.: A whole class about everyone’s favorite
summer vegetable. We will discuss techniques for growing great tomatoes and how to avoid common pitfalls.
There will be an emphasis on disease prevention. Each class member will take home two great varieties for your
own mini trial. Cost: Free but must pre-register to reserve a seat.

Unusual Large Annual Flowers that Wow ~ Thursday, May 9th, 6:00 p.m.: Not for timid

gardeners nor the space limited. There are some fascinating and beautiful annuals that reach large proportions and
are barely known. Many are easy to start from seed. If you love to thrill garden visitors and invite queries like,
“What on Earth is that?” this is the place for you. Barring any crop failures, I have secured a very special, late
flowering monster (6-8’) for you to grow at home. Cost: $10.00

Vegetable Gardening for Beginners Part II, Maintenance and Summer Crops ~ Thursday,

May 16th, 6:00 p.m.: This class will cover some of the most basic questions for any first time gardener when it
comes to maintaining the new plot. Topics will include things like watering, pest/weed management, and
fertilizing. We will also cover some of the warm season crops like tomatoes, peppers, beans, and squash.
Participants will receive a copy of our vegetable growing guide, a packet of seeds, and there will also be drawings
for a few door prizes that any first time gardener will love. Class will be held at Southern States Cooperative,
2570 Palumbo Drive. Cost is free, but please call the Fayette County Extension office, (859) 257-5582, to

reserve a seat.

Spring Herb Gardening ~ Tuesday, May 21st, 6:00 p.m.: Seeding and planting, early use and care of
herbs. Learn about perennial, annual, and biennial herbs, when to plant seeds, which herbs are better as
transplants. This knowledgeable group will share many tips along the way. Participants take home seed packets of
easy to grow annual herbs. Cost: Free, but must pre-register to reserve a seat.

Perennial Ferns ~ Thursday, May 23rd, 6:00 p.m.: Ferns are nice garden plants that should be

included in every shady landscape but their cultural needs vary widely. We will discuss the growing requirements
for many of the species we encounter in garden settings. Some need wet areas, some tolerate dry, but all are
astonishingly beautiful and easily grown in the right location. We will send you home with 3 different hardy ferns
to trial in your own garden. Cost: $15.00

Perennials for Shady Gardens ~ Thursday, May 30th, 6:00 p.m.: We will cover numerous

perennials for shady spots. Most will require some degree of moisture but shade doesn’t have to limit gardeners
excessively. We will share mulching and watering tips to help keep things looking their best. From Hosta and ferns
to flowering plants, we hope to expand your list of options. We will provide small plants to try in your garden.

Cost: $10.00

Late Flowering Perennials ~ Tuesday, June 4th, 6:00 p.m.: Color in the perennial garden tends to

nosedive around August 1st. Your garden doesn’t have to be drab into the fall. This is a list of perennial plants that
flower in this window. There is a whole world beyond sedum and mums. We will also discuss the role grasses,
shrubs and textures can play during the dog days of summer. Take home small plants to grow at home. Cost:

$10.00

Figs Without the Fuss ~ Thursday, June 6th, 6:00 p.m.: Anyone who has ever tasted a ripe fig from
the tree would tell you there is nothing else like it. Did you know there is a variety of fig that can survive our
winters without elaborate covers and still produce a few ripe figs? Come to our class to learn about growing figs
in Kentucky’s climate and take home a “Chicago hardy” fig for your own landscape. Cost: $10.00

Primocane Blackberries ~ Tuesday, June 25th, 6:00 p.m.: Perhaps you have heard of these new

blackberries that bear fruit on the current season’s growth like fall bearing raspberries. Now available without
thorns, these varieties extend our blackberry season into fall and are nice complements to summer varieties. The
fruits have high sugar levels. Each participant will receive 3-“Prime Ark Freedom” berry plants for their backyard
homestead. Cost: $15.00
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Growing Blueberries in Kentucky ~ Thursday, June 27th, 6:00 p.m.: Challenging, to say the least,
but you can be successful if willing to go the extra mile (or few). Blueberries do not thrive in heavy, poorly
drained, high pH, Bluegrass region soils. Creating raised beds, amending soils with organic matter and summer
watering can lead to success. Blueberries have few insect or disease issues if you can achieve suitable soil and
drainage conditions. We will share requirements and tips for success. Take home two compatible varieties to try at
home. Cost: $20.00

Starting New Plants from Cuttings ~ Tuesday, July 9th, 6:00 p.m.: Many common plants,

including shrubs, can be easily propagated from stem cuttings. We will discuss the importance of taking cuttings at
the proper time, how to maximize success, and how to grow rooted cuttings to a larger size before planting. If you
are a patient gardener you can save lots of money with this technique or you may simply want to start a plant of
grandma’s old fashioned rose bush. Either way, learn how easy and rewarding this process can be. Cost: Free

but please pre-register to reserve a seat.

Perennial Plants of the Year ~Thursday, July 18th, 6:00 p.m.: The Perennial Plants of the Year®
(POY®) program began in 1990 to showcase a perennial that is a standout among its competitors. Perennials
chosen are suitable for a wide range of growing climates, require low maintenance, have multiple-season interest,
and are relatively pest/disease-free. If you are looking for an excellent perennial for your next landscape project or
something reliable for your gardens, this class you help you select known performers. We will provide more
information on each variety and send you home with a small plant (or maybe two) to try at home. Cost: $5.00

Hydrangeas ~ Tuesday, July 30th, 6:00 p.m.: Not to burst your bubble, but those giant pink and blue

varieties tend to perform poorly in our climate. We hope to open your eyes to all the other wonderful
hydrangeas that you might not know as well. And yes, we will offer some tips that may improve the odds of your
being successful with the blue ones. Take home small plants of more durable varieties for your garden.

Cost: $20.00

Low Input Lawn Care- Seeding and Renovation ~ Thursday, August 8th, 6:00 p.m.: We will
cover the basics of caring for a lawn with an emphasis on lower input, sustainable methods. Learn why late
summer is the best time to renovate and how common fertilization practices are often not the best approach. We
will also discuss alternatives to grass monocultures and share other tips. This is always hugely popular so sign up
early. Cost: Free but please pre-register to reserve a spot.

Harvesting and Storing Herbs ~ Tuesday, August 27th, 6:00 p.m.: How to harvest, dry and store

herbs. Which herbs are perennial and will come back next year? Which ones can you take into your home, or
grow from seed over the winter? Demonstrations on harvesting herbs, advice on putting the garden to bed for the
winter. Demonstrate how to make herbal blends such as herbs de Provence and meat rubs from dried herbs.
Take home cuttings to use at home and herb seed packets. Cost: Free, but must pre-register to reserve a seat.

African Violets– Tuesday, September 17th, 6:00 p.m.: Your grandmother (or someone you knew)

probably grew these on a windowsill. One of the easiest flowering houseplants to grow once you know what they
require. These are relatively foolproof plants. We will cover culture, care and pitfalls. We will also discuss growing
under lights, simple wick watering systems and propagation from leaf cuttings. Everyone will take home a couple
to practice on. Cost: $10.00

Peonies ~ Thursday, September 26th, 6:00 p.m.: There are few perennials that you can plant and

forget but peonies certainly qualify. Peonies often exist in cemeteries without care for decades. Join us to learn
about herbaceous peonies and take home three of these gorgeous plants for your own garden. Cost: $20.00

Tulips ~ Thursday, October 10th, 6:00 p.m.: Although they are not likely to return year after year like

some daffodils, Tulips are arguably the showiest of all the spring flowering bulbs. We will discuss the various types
of tulips and which ones may be more likely to return for a few years. You will take home a sampler of unusual
varieties for your home garden. Since retail stores rarely stock deep selections of bulbs you may be amazed at what
is available from specialty suppliers. Anticipate roughly 25 total bulbs to plant with several varieties included.

Cost: $20.00
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Unique Daffodils ~ Tuesday, October 22nd, 6:00 p.m.: Everyone loves the sight of the cheerful

spring daffodils with their promise of warmer days to come. We all know the large yellow trumpet varieties but
there are 13 divisions of these amazing bulbs including miniatures, doubles, small cupped, double, etc. We will
explore the genus with tips for planting and naturalizing. Each class member will take home a sampler of lesser
known daffodil bulbs for their own garden. We will include a generous assortment. Cost: $15.00

Garden Clean Up with Emphasis on More Natural Approaches ~ Tuesday, October 29th,

6:00 p.m.: Honestly, a class more about not cleaning up in the fall. Dead plant material, fallen leaves, and

standing stalks all play a role in nature. We will discuss the benefits of less fall clean up. From building better soils
to protecting insects and pollinators, natural approaches equate to more sustainable gardens with many benefits.
Come and learn if these lower input strategies make sense for your property. Cost: Free, but please pre-register

to reserve a spot.

Jamie’s Farm and Garden - A Virtual Tour ~Thursday, November 7th, 6:00 p.m.: I do not

love sharing my garden with folks. In reality, a weedy mess that is never as well maintained as I would like.
However, your continual requests coupled with a worthy partner in need of fund-raising efforts has led us here.
Our partner and beneficiary is Hope Spay and Neuter Clinic in Versailles. They will receive all registration monies
from this class and start our program with a brief discussion of their mission and their work to diminish feral cat
populations. I will follow with a fairly fast paced, image heavy slide show of gardens and animals with the usual
rambling narrative. This will run longer than the usual one hour. Hope you will join us to support this worthy
cause. Cost: $25.00 at the Fayette County Extension Office

Attracting Pollinators and Beneficial Insects ~ Tuesday, November 19th, 6:00 p.m.: As our

precious honeybees have struggled we have all become more aware of the importance of pollinators and beneficial
insects in our home gardens. This class will discuss some of the best plants to attract and feed these welcome
visitors and some common management practices you may want to avoid to favor these types of insects. Cost:

Free, but please pre-register to reserve a spot.

Holiday Gift Ideas From Your Herb Garden ~ Thursday, November 21st, 6:00 p.m.:

Need another holiday gift or just enjoy having fun creating beautiful herbal crafts? Join us in making gift items of
lavender bath salts, hanging herb balls and other fun crafts. Cost: $5.00

Tips for Decorating with Fresh Greenery ~ Tuesday, December 3rd , 6:00 p.m.: You can

create beautiful holiday wreaths, garlands, swags and centerpieces using materials from your own yard.
Jamie Dockery will demonstrate several items. Please be aware, this is NOT a “hands-on” workshop. We will
share many tips and tricks along the way. Our demonstrations will be raffled as door prizes. Cost: $10.00

Winter Weather Policy
When Fayette County Schools are closed,
call the Fayette County Extension Office,
(859) 257-5582, to verify if class will be class.
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~ 2019 GARDENER’S TOOLBOX CLASSES ~
Keep this chart for your Records
Majority of the classes will be held at the Fayette County Extension Office,
1140 Harry Sykes Way at 6:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.



Class and Time



Class and Time

Tuesday, 1/22/19: Jamie’s Recommended Vegetable Varieties

Thursday, 1/24/19: Tips for Improving Your Internet Searches

Thursday, 2/7/19: Seed Starting

Tuesday, 2/26/19: Zinnias

Thursday, 3/7/19: Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, The Early
Crop @ Southern States, 2570 Palumbo Drive, Lexington

Thursday, 3/14/19: Local Plant Societies and Garden Clubs Fair

Tuesday, 3/19/19: Onions and Leeks

Thursday, 3/21/19: Vegetable Gardening for Beginners @ Northside
Branch Public Library, 1733 Russell Cave Road, Lexington

Tuesday, 3/26/19: Favorite Flowers for Cutting

Thursday, 3/28/19: Breaking Ground

Thursday, 4/4/19: Pruning Trees and Shrubs

Thursday, 4/11/19: Spectacular Sunflowers

Tuesday, 4/23/19 @ 2:00
Plant Trial Program

Tuesday, 4/23/19: Top Performing Perennials from the Chicago
Botanic Gardens Trials

p.m.: Chicago Botanic Garden’s

Tuesday, 4/30/19: The Challenges of Dry Shade

Thursday, 5/2/19: Growing Great Tomatoes

Thursday, 5/9/19: Unusual Large Annual Flowers that Wow

Thursday, 5/16/19: Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, Part II,
Maintenance and Summer Crops @ Southern States Cooperative,
2570 Palumbo Drive, Lexington

Tuesday, 5/21/19: Spring Herb Gardening

Thursday, 5/23/19: Perennial Ferns

Thursday, 5/30/19: Perennials for Shady Gardens

Tuesday, 6/4/19: Late Flowering Perennials

Thursday, 6/6/19: Figs Without the Fuss

Tuesday, 6/25/19: Primocane Blackberries

Thursday, 6/27/19: Growing Blueberries in Kentucky

Tuesday, 7/9/19: Starting New Plants from Cuttings

CLASSPlants
FULL
Thursday, 7/18/19: Perennial
of the Year

Tuesday, 7/30/19: Hydrangeas

Thursday, 8/8/19: Low Input Lawn Care: Seeding and Renovation

Tuesday, 8/27/19: Harvesting and Storing Herbs

Tuesday, 9/17/19: African Violets

Thursday, 9/26/19: Peonies

Thursday, 10/10/19: Tulips

Tuesday, 10/22/19: Unique Daffodils

Tuesday, 10/29/19: Garden Clean Up with Emphasis on More
Natural Approaches

Thursday, 11/7/19: Jamie’s Farm and Garden - A Virtual Tour

Tuesday, 11/19/19: Attracting Pollinators and Beneficial Insects

Thursday, 11/21/19: Holiday Gift Ideas From Your Herb Garden

Tuesday, 12/3/19: Tips for Decorating with Fresh Greenery

2019 GARDENER’S TOOLBOX - REGISTRATION FORM
Name: ________________________Phone: _____________E-Mail:________________________
Address: ______________________________City: ______________State: ____ Zip: _________

TOTAL Amount Enclosed $ ________
IMPORTANT REMINDERS!





Sign up early for classes to avoid being turned away because class is full.
ALL classes, including the “Free” ones are “PRE-REGISTRATION” only.
If you need to cancel, you must do so 2 weeks prior to the class time to receive a refund or
credit for a different class.
If handouts and/or plants are not picked up 3 days after class, items will be donated.
Please make check payable to: Fayette County Master Gardener Association
Mail To: Gardener’s Toolbox ~ Fayette County Extension Office
1140 Harry Sykes Way ~ Lexington, KY 40504
For more information, call (859) 257-5582

~ 2019 GARDENER’S TOOLBOX CLASSES ~



Class and Cost



Class and Cost

Tuesday, 1/22: Jamie’s Recommended Vegetable Varieties, Cost $10.00

Thursday, 1/24: Tips for Improving Your Internet Searches, Cost: Free

Thursday, 2/7: Seed Starting, Cost: $5.00

Tuesday, 2/26: Zinnias, Cost: $10.00

Thursday, 3/7: Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, The Early Crop @
Southern States, 2570 Palumbo Drive, Lexington, Cost: Free

Thursday, 3/14: Local Plant Societies and Garden Clubs Fair:, Cost: Free

Tuesday, 3/19: Onions and Leeks, Cost: $10.00

Thursday, 3/21: Vegetable Gardening for Beginners @ Northside branch
Public Library, 1733 Russell Cave Road, Lexington, Cost: Free

Tuesday, 3/26: Favorite Flowers for Cutting, Cost: Free

Thursday, 3/28: Breaking Ground, Cost: Free

Thursday, 4/4: Pruning Trees and Shrubs, Cost: $10.00

Thursday, 4/11: Spectacular Sunflowers, Cost: $10.00

Tuesday, 4/23 @ 2:00 p.m.: Chicago Botanic Garden’s Plant Trial
Program, Cost: Free

Tuesday, 4/23: Top Performing Perennials for the Chicago Botanic Gardens
Trials, Cost: Free

Tuesday, 4/30: The Challenges of Dry Shade, Cost: $15.00

Thursday, 5/2: Growing Great Tomatoes, Cost: Free

Thursday, 5/9/19: Unusual Large Annual Flowers that Wow,

Cost: $10.00

Thursday, 5/16: Vegetable Gardening for Beginners, Part II, Maintenance
and Summer Crops @ Southern States Cooperative, 2570 Palumbo Drive,
Lexington, Cost: Free

Tuesday, 5/21: Spring Herb Gardening, Cost: Free

Thursday, 5/23: Perennial Ferns, Cost: $15.00

Thursday, 5/30: Perennials for Shady Gardens, Cost: $10.00

Tuesday, 6/4: Late Flowering Perennials, Cost: $10.00

Thursday, 6/6: Figs Without the Fuss, Cost: $10.00

Tuesday, 6/25: Primocane Blackberries, Cost: $15.00

Thursday, 6/27: Growing Blueberries in Kentucky, Cost: $20.00

Tuesday, 7/9: Starting New Plants from Cuttings, Cost: Free

Thursday, 7/18: Perennial Plants of the Year, Cost: $5.00

Tuesday, 7/30: Hydrangeas, Cost: $20.00

Thursday, 8/8: Low Input Lawn Care: Seeding and Renovation, Cost:

Tuesday, 8/27: Harvesting and Storing Herbs, Cost: Free

Tuesday, 9/17: African Violets, Cost: $10.00

Thursday, 9/26: Peonies, Cost: $20.00

Thursday, 10/10: Tulips, Cost: $20.00

Tuesday, 10/22: Unique Daffodils, Cost: $15.00

Tuesday, 10/29: Garden Clean Up with Emphasis on More Natural
Approaches, Cost: Free

Thursday, 11/7: Jamie’s Farm and Garden - A Virtual Tour, Cost: $25.00

Tuesday, 11/19: Attracting Pollinators and Beneficial Insects, Cost:

Thursday, 11/21: Holiday Gift Ideas From Your Herb Garden, Cost: $5.00

Free

Free

Tuesday, 12/3: Tips for Decorating with Fresh Greenery, Cost: $10.00
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