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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
June 5-15, 2025 ~ Lexington 
Lion’s Club Bluegrass Fair; 
Masterson Station Park; For 
more information, go online to 
https://thebluegrassfair.com/ 
 
June 23, 2025 ~ Equine Field Day; Endeavor 
Farm, Versailles, KY; 4:00-8:00pm; Please see 
the flyer in this newsletter for more information 
and how to register for the event. 
 
August 12, 2025 ~ Cost Share Opportunities 
on Horse Farms; Texata Farms, Versailles, KY 
9:00am-1:00pm; Please see the flyer in this 
newsletter for more information and how to 
register for the event. 
 
September 24, 2025 ~ 2025 Intermediate 
Grazing School; Woodford County Extension 
Office, Versailles, KY; Closer to the date of the 
event, more details will be posted online at 
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events 
 
October 28, 2025 ~ 2025 KY Grazing 
Conference - East; Clark County Extension 
Office, Winchester, KY; Closer to the date of 
the event, more details will be posted online at 
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events 

Hello all, 
 
We officially reached Lexington's top five wettest 
springs on record at the end of May. With that  
being said, expect to see more fungal issues in 
your crops as we start to get into hot and humid 
weather in the coming weeks. I have included an 
article discussing two minor fungal diseases of 
corn that are expected to show up due to the wet 
weather and flooding. I have also included the 
links to the 2025 Corn and Soybean Fungicide  
Efficacy Guides.  
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has also designated multiple counties in 
Kentucky as natural disaster areas due to the  
severe storms and flooding we have had. The 
USDA has issued emergency loans through the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) to help producers 
meet various recovery needs. Please see the flyer 
in this newsletter for more information or contact 
the FSA office.  
 
I hope that June brings some drier weather, so 
that you all may finish your planting and keep on 
with harvesting your hay. I do want to mention I 
will have limited office hours this month due to the 
Bluegrass Fair and our Annual Agriculture Agent 
meeting mid-month. However, I will still have  
access to email, so please do not hesitate to reach 
out with any questions or concerns. 
 

 
 
 
 

Allison Tucker 
Fayette County Extension Agent for  
Agriculture & Natural Resources  
allison.tucker@uky.edu  
(859) 257-5582 

The Fayette County  
Extension Office will be 

closed on Thursday,  
June 19th, in observance 

of Juneteenth. 



 

For Plate It Up!  
recipes, visit:  

http://fcs-
hes.ca.uky.edu/
content/plate-it-
kentucky-proud 

For Cook Wild 
Kentucky  

recipes, visit: 
 https://

www.planeatmo
ve.com/recipes 

Forage Timely Tips: June 
Source: UK Forage News, https://kyforagenews.com 

 

• Continue hay harvests. Minimize storage losses by storing hay under cover. 

• Clip pastures for weeds and seedheads as needed. 

• Start to slow grazing rotations allowing for a longer recovery period. 

• Use portable fencing to decrease paddock size and increase paddock number. 

• Do NOT grazing below the minimum desired residual height. 

• If present, johnsongrass can provide high quality summer forage when grazed or cut at a        
vegetative stage 

• Crabgrass, a warm-season annual grass, can provide high quality summer grazing. If desired,   
remember crabgrass needs some annual soil disturbance to keep coming back. 

• Begin grazing native warm-season grasses. Start at 18-20” and stop at 8-10”. 

The Fayette County Extension Office 
will be closed on Friday, July 4, 2025, 

in observance of Independence Day. 

From the Woods Today 

 

University of Kentucky Forestry and Natural Resources 
Extension is offering relevant information about wood-
lands in a weekly internet show. “From the Woods  
Today” airs live on Wednesdays at 11:00am. Links to 
the live shows are posted just prior to the show. 
https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/woods-today 
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Corn Diseases Associated with Ponding  
Kiersten Wise, UK Extension Plant Pathologist, Kentucky Field Crops News 

 
Recent rains and waterlogged soils have led to localized  
areas of ponding in emerged corn. Corn that is underwater 
briefly can recover but may be impacted by several diseases. 
Two minor diseases, crazy top and Physoderma brown spot 
may be problematic in areas where corn is underwater for 24-
48 hours.  
 
Crazy top is caused by a fungal-like organism called  
Sclerophthora macrospora. This pathogen survives in soil and 
infects young corn plants when there is excess rain or  
ponding in the spring. Crazy top symptoms are most often  
observed at tasseling when distorted and malformed tassels 
appear in areas that were ponded or saturated (Fig. 1).  
However, in some fields symptoms may be less diagnostic, 
and include stunting, tillering, thin, yellow leaves, and barren 
plants. More on crazy top can be found in the UK publication 
Crazy Top of Corn.  
 
Physoderma brown spot is caused by the fungus Physoderma 
maydis which also survives in soil and residue and infects 
corn plants when plants are ponded or excess water remains 
in the whorl. The symptoms typically appear in the late  
vegetative stages through pollination and are characterized by 
very small chocolate brown or yellow lesions on the leaves 

and midrib (Fig. 2). The 
lesions may appear in a 
banded pattern. The  
lesions can also be found on the stalk, leaf sheath, or ear 
husks. Read Physoderma Brown Spot of Corn for more  
information.  
 
Crazy top and Physoderma brown spot rarely need  
management and are usually only problematic when water  
covers the whorl of the plant for short periods of time.  
Improving soil drainage and removing infected plants will  
reduce the disease risk for subsequent crops. Fungicides are 
labeled for Physoderma brown spot management, but  
symptoms are usually not severe enough to warrant  
preventative fungicide applications.  

Figure 1. Classic symptoms of crazy top in corn.  

Figure 2. Symptoms of Physoderma brown spot 
on leaves  
(Picture courtesy Kiersten Wise)  

Publication Spotlight: 

 

Improving Kentucky Horse Pastures (AGR-281) 

 

For many horses, quality pasture can provide almost all nutrients needed for maintenance or light 
work for much of the year. For more information on pasture and grazing management, go on line to 
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/agr-281 
 
If you would like a hard copy of AGR-281 mailed to you, please email allison.tucker@uky.edu. 



 

Continued on next page 



 

Continued from previous page: USDA Stakeholder Notification 

University of Kentucky BBQ Basics Program 
 
Do you want to step-up your BBQ game or do you want to learn how to BBQ? The University of Kentucky BBQ Basics is 
the program you need to go from grilling to BBQing and become the King/Queen of the Cul-de-sac. Take a tour of the 
major BBQ regions of the country and never leave the W.P. Garrigus Building parking lot. Learn from our local experts 
and sample the BBQ. Come hungry and leave full. We will end the evening at the UK James B. Beam Distillery on  
campus for a bourbon tasting and discussion on pairing bourbon, bourbon cocktails, and local beer with BBQ.  
The BBQ Tour: Make your own BBQ rub, California Tri Tip, Memphis Pork Ribs, North Carolina Pulled Pork, Kansas City 
Burnt Ends, Texas Brisket. 
 
This program will meet on Friday, July 25, 2025, 2:00-7:00pm EDT, at the University of Kentucky Meat Science  
Laboratory and B52 of the W.P. Garrigus building.  Cost: $75/person, seating is limited to 30 people. Register online at  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/university-of-kentucky-bbq-basics-tickets-1389485551689?aff=oddtdtcreator.  
 
Questions/Contact: Dr. Gregg Rentfrow, Ph.D. (gregg.rentfrow@uky.edu; 859-257-7550) 

2025 Corn and Soybean Fungicide Efficacy Guides 
 
The ratings in these guides reflect the efficacy of a fungicide against a given disease and are not rating yield  
response to a fungicide. It is an applicator’s legal responsibility to read and follow label directions.  
Updated tables include: 

• Fungicide Efficacy for Control of Corn Diseases  
   https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-efficacy-for-control-of-corn-diseases 
• Fungicide Efficacy for Control of Soybean Seedling Diseases  
   https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-efficacy-for-control-of-soybean-seedling-    
   diseases 
• Fungicide Efficacy for Control of Soybean Foliar Diseases   
   https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/fungicide-efficacy-for-control-of-soybean-foliar- 
   diseases 
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Allison Tucker 

County Extension Agent for Agriculture  
& Natural Resources 

Cooperative Extension Service 
Fayette County Extension Service 

1140 Harry Sykes Way 
Lexington, KY 40504-1383 

(859) 257-5582 
Office Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm  -  Monday-Friday 

 

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY,  
KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S.  

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND  
KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

The  Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal  
Opportunity Organization with respect to education and employment and  
authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to 
individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status 
and will not discriminate on the bases of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, 
creed, religion, political  belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender  
expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, 
physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activities. 
Reasonable accommodations of disability may be available with prior notice.  
Program information may be made available in languages other than English.  
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin
-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, 
Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the 
UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building,  
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US Department of  
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.  

Fayette County Cooperative Extension 
1140 Harry Sykes Way 
Lexington, KY 40504-1383 
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