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October 3-6, 2022 ~ 12th Eastern Native 
Grasslands Symposium; The Galt House,  
Louisville, KY; For more information, go online 
to https://www.engsymposium.org/ 
 
October 17, 2022 ~ Kentucky Beef  
Conference, Fayette County Extension Office, 
Lexington, KY; 5:30-8:30pm; Please see the 
flyer in this newsletter for more information; 
Please RSVP by October 10

th
. 

 
October 22, 2022 ~ Beef Bash 2022;  
University of Kentucky Research and  
Education Center, Princeton, KY; 8:30am CT; 
Please see the flyer in this newsletter for more 
information. 
 
October 27, 2022 ~ 2022 Kentucky Grazing 
Conference; Clark County Extension Office, 
Winchester, KY; 7:30am-3:30pm, EDT; For 
more information and to register, go on-line to 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ky-grazing-
profitable-grazing-systems-from-the-soil-up-
winchester-ky-tickets-395658895407 
 
2022 Kentucky Fencing School 
November 1, 2022 ~ Marion County Extension 
Office, Lebanon, KY; 7:30am EDT  
November 3, 2022 ~ Clay County Extension 
Office, Manchester, KY; 7:30am EDT  
More information available in this newsletter. 

Upcoming Events  

Establishing Forage Crops 
(AGR-64) 

 
Successful livestock production depends on a 
forage program that supplies large quantities 
of quality, homegrown feed. Such forage  
programs do not develop by chance but are 
the result of careful planning and detailed  
attention to establishment, production, and  
utilization of forage crops. Establishment of a 
good stand is a first and important step in a 
successful forage program.  

 
The publication is available on-line at  

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/agr/
agr64/agr64.pdf or by contacting Beau Neal at 

beau.neal@uky.edu or (859) 257-5582. 

PUBLICATION SPOTLIGHT 

Dead Animal Removal Reimbursement 

 

          The Fayette County Conservation District will  
reimburse up to $150.00 for the removal of dead  
livestock by a certified state company, and up to $50.00 
for self delivery to an appropriate facility.  
          All arrangements for livestock removal must be 
made by you, the landowner. To qualify, you must submit 
an application, receipt and/or paid invoice up to two 
months after invoice date. Reimbursements are issued 
monthly after each Board meeting, so make sure your 
proper mailing address is on the submitted application 
and invoice.  
          Please contact FCCD at (859) 202-1811 or  
support@KYfccd.com for more information. 

 

State Certified DAR Companies: 
Conboy Enterprises, (859)221-6998  
Large Animal Composting of Kentucky, (859) 583-
7761 
 
Fayette County Conservation District:  http:kyfccd.com 

Do You . . . .  
need your private pesticide applicator’s license 

or BQCA certification?  
If so, please contact Beau Neal 

(beau.neal@uky.edu or 859-257-5582)  
to schedule an appointment. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fconboyenterprises.com%252F%26sa%3DD%26sntz%3D1%26usg%3DAFQjCNGEX00dJP07SAJAyVtQy0zBVed9KA&data=02%7C01%7Ccarol.bear%40uky.edu%7C89eb004b7b89446828
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fconboyenterprises.com%252F%26sa%3DD%26sntz%3D1%26usg%3DAFQjCNGEX00dJP07SAJAyVtQy0zBVed9KA&data=02%7C01%7Ccarol.bear%40uky.edu%7C89eb004b7b89446828
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.lackydeadanimal.com%252F%26sa%3DD%26sntz%3D1%26usg%3DAFQjCNGVsjhIDn5KEsMNJH-hMj-AY1-Y4w&data=02%7C01%7Ccarol.bear%40uky.edu%7C89eb004b7b894468


 

          Have you ever heard the saying “You  
never have time to do it right, but you always find 
time to do it over”. My father said it to me often. 
You can imagine the context. In (my) defense, it 
is human nature to be in a hurry and to skip  
steps that seem to be less than absolutely  
necessary. Few processes on the farm provide 
as much temptation for this ‘skip a step’ thinking 
as forage establishment.  
          With a tip of the hat to my dad, here are 
my top ways to get to ‘do’ forage establishment 
over. I have made every mistake below, so  
consider this autobiographical. 
          Assume the last user left it set right for 
you. For rental equipment, it is better to assume 
that the settings are completely wrong. One 
county went so far as to stencil this warning in 
big block letters on the side of the drill, “NOT  
RESPONSIBLE FOR SETTINGS”! 
          Don’t check the tubes for blockages and 
sprouted old seed. Drills have multiple tubes and 
compartments that seem to just right for spider to 
build webs and for leftover seed to sprout. Make 
sure all passages are clear before seeding. 
          Don’t read the manual (for the seeder). 
From spinner seeders to expensive no-till drills to 
cultipacker-type seeders, all can be successful 
when operated correctly. Improperly set  
equipment is one of the most common causes of 
doing it over. 
          Don’t check the seed depth and  
placement. News flash – most forage crops have 
small seeds. Small seeds need shallow  
placement. Most forages should be no deeper 
than 1/4 to 1/2 inch. Forage seeds benefit from 
being pressed into the soil as with a cultipacker 
or packer wheel, or at least some type of drag.  
          Ignore weeds. The most successful  
seedings are where weed problems are  
addressed before and after seeding. Some 
weeds, like johnsongrass are such problem 
weeds that may take a multi-year approach to 
clean up a field, especially if it is going back into 
a grass. Preventing seed production of toxic tall 
fescue is critical for establishment of endophyte-
free or novel tall fescues. New seedings are  
especially vulnerable to weed competition after 
seeding when seedlings are newly emerged and 
not fully established. 

          Not addressing fertility needs. Soil fertility 
is one variable you completely control, so get a 
soil test and apply the critical amendments. Your 
extension agent can help you interpret a soil test 
report and develop a fertilizer strategy. 
          Ignoring the calendar. Hitting the right  
calendar window for seeding is complicated. 
There are generally accepted windows for  
seeding grasses and legumes but year to year 
variation in weather, access to equipment and 
frankly just available time can be factors making 
you consider planting outside the optimum dates. 
Seeding outside of the recommended dates 
means you are choosing the greater risk of  
seeding failure with the 100% chance of failure if 
you don’t seed at all. Late summer/early fall is 
the best time to seed cool season grasses, but 
ideally legumes should be added later (like a 
frost seeding in February). Grasses like tall  
fescue and orchardgrass require 7 to 10 days of 
moist conditions to emerge. Legumes germinate 
and emerge faster than grasses and are more 
competitive for light. Legumes have taproots 
which give them an advantage over grasses 
when moisture is limiting. Legumes are more  
tolerant of drier and warmer conditions after 
emergence than the fibrous-rooted cool season 
grasses. So spring seedings favor legumes, but 
they can be seeded in the fall if seeding by early 
Sept. The cooler, and typically wetter conditions 
of fall are the best for cool season grass  
establishment. Legumes drilled into a firm, moist 
seedbed can emerge in two to three days. 
          Using cheap seed. Uncertified or common 
seed is never worth the risk when seeding a  
perennial forage crop. Do your homework on 
what is available from your preferred vendor and 
check those products against the extensive test 
data available from UK Forages web site (https://
forages.ca.uky.edu or just google UKY Forage 
Varieties). Blends or mixes can be good buys, 
but only if the tag confirms you are getting proven 
varieties. 
          Careful attention to these forage  
establishment principles will greatly lower your 
risk of getting to ‘do it over.’ Happy foraging. 

Forage Establishment – The best ways to get to do it over! 
Source: Jimmy Henning for Farmers Pride  

UK Forage News 

https://forages.ca.uky.edu/
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/


 



 

 

For Plate It Up! recipes, visit:  
 

http://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/content/plate-it-kentucky-proud 

• If not already done, soil sample and apply   
fertilizer as needed 

• Plant perennial grasses and legumes.       
Consider using a novel endophyte tall fescue. 

• Harvest hay as needed. Do NOT harvest     
alfalfa after mid-September. 

• Scout pastures, identify perennial weeds and 
woody bush. Consult an agricultural            
professional to determine the control strategy. 

• Closely monitor livestock and do NOT       
overgraze. Pasture plants accumulate energy 
reserves in the fall that help them overwinter 
and regrow in the spring. 

• Feed hay to allow pastures to stockpile for 
winter grazing. 

• Rest native warm-season grass fields until  
after frost for better winter survival. 

Forage Timely Tips: September 
Source: UK Forage News   https://kyforagenews.com/   

 

For Cook Wild Kentucky recipes, visit: 
  

https://www.planeatmove.com/recipes 

http://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/content/plate-it-kentucky-proud
https://kyforagenews.com/
https://www.planeatmove.com/recipes/


 

For those of you who have gotten past the title,  
it is not a typo. Yes, the Kentucky burley sector 
has lost over 70% of its market over the past 
couple of decades, while the number of farms 
growing burley in the Commonwealth has  
dwindled by more than 90%. Certainly, a large 
portion of the decline can be explained by  
domestic cigarette consumption falling by one-
half since 2000. However, a significant amount  
of the loss can be attributed to leaf exports  
almost being non-existent in recent years after 
exceeding 200 million pounds pre-buyout. Plus, 
imports of foreign burley into the U.S. market 
now account for well over 50% of burley usage 
by U.S. cigarette manufacturers. These trade 
trends would clearly reveal that price has  
become more important to global burley buyers 
relative to quality in today’s market as lower/filler 
style burley from African markets have increased 
market share relative to higher quality U.S. and 
South American burleys. 
 
For years tobacco organizations and growers 
have claimed that declining yield trends and  
higher costs of production amidst stagnant leaf 
prices have caused profit margins to erode,  
leading to a mass loss of U.S. burley growers – 
many of them large growers. While their  
arguments are valid, my response has always 
been that the price incentives offered by tobacco 
companies have been, in aggregate, “adequate 
enough” to get the volume burley leaf buyers  
desired from the U.S. market.  
 
But market conditions have changed for 2022. 
Despite declining cigarette sales in the U.S. and 
abroad, global burley supplies are extremely  
tight relative to demand levels. Companies  
anticipating this situation made a few modest  
upward adjustments in contract prices prior to  
the 2022 planting season. But global burley  
supplies have tightened even further since the 
beginning of the year. 
 
Earlier this month, I participated in the regional 
2022 International Tobacco Growers Association 
meeting in the Dominican Republic. Grower  
reports from member countries were consistent --

2022 burley crop volumes outside the U.S. were 
lower, while foreign burley prices have been 
much higher. During the ITGA meeting,  
Argentina reported burley grower prices this past 
season were up 33%, Malawi, 36% higher and 
Brazil, 73% higher. 
 
So what does that mean for the 2022 U.S. burley 
season? Contract prices for the 2022 U.S. burley 
crop vary from company to company, but based 
on buyer purchase shares from recent years and 
assuming a crop is sold as 50% graded as a #1 
and 50% as a #2, generates an average price in 
the neighborhood of $2.25 to $2.30/lb for the 
2022 crop. This compares to an average price of 
$2.10/lb for the 2021 crop. If this average price 
increase of 7 to 10% materializes for the 2022 
crop, it would not offset our projected 15 to 20% 
increase in production costs meaning that yields 
would have to be above average to sustain 
(dwindling) profit levels from last year. 
 
In the latest crop report (August 2022), USDA 
estimates the 2022 U.S. burley crop at nearly 70 
million pounds, which some would argue is on 
the “high” side given projected acres and yields.  
Based on current inventory levels and forecast 
leaf exports and domestic needs, the industry 
would likely prefer a U.S. burley crop in the 75 to 
80 million pound level. 
 
Consequently, the 2022 market could be  
interesting with the companies battling over  
limited pounds. For the first time in recent history, 
U.S. and global burley supply availability among 
manufacturers is (or at least should be) a  
concern for the 2022 marketing season and  
looking forward into 2023. Certainly, U.S. burley 
faces a multitude of longer-term issues such as 
regulatory, labor, and infrastructure challenges, 
along with an escalating reduction in domestic 
premium cigarette sales at the expense of  
generics and alternative tobacco products which 
use little or zero U.S. burley. Collectively these 
issues could further reduce the need for U.S.  
burley in the coming years. But for the interim, 
existing growers with a decent quality 2022 crop 
 

Optimism for Burley??? 
Source: Will Snell, Extension Professor 

Economic and Policy Update (22):8, Department of Agricultural Economics,  
University of Kentucky, August 30th, 2022  

Continued on next page 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Kentucky/Publications/Current_News_Release/2022/PRAUG22_KY.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Kentucky/Publications/Current_News_Release/2022/PRAUG22_KY.pdf


 

should receive a record high price for their 
leaf. Unfortunately, it will be the most expensive 
crop they have ever produced. While the current 
supply/demand balance for U.S. burley is  
favorable for growers, the question remains if the 
market will boost prices even higher for the 2022 
crop and for the 2023 marketing season to  
improve future U.S. burley supply security among 
a declining and discouraged grower base.   
 
Update on a New Tobacco Organization 

As most of you are probably aware, the Burley 
Tobacco Growers Cooperative dissolved last 
year following a class-action lawsuit settlement. 

As part of the settlement, the court approved a 
distribution of funds to eligible growers, with a 
portion of the funds being devoted to forming a 
new grower’s organization to represent both U.S. 
burley and dark tobacco growers. This new entity 
plans to work closely with the existing Council for 
Burley Tobacco which receives the grower  
check-off contributions for tobacco sold in  
Kentucky. Joe Cain, former Director of  
Commodity Programs at Kentucky Farm Bureau, 
will serve as the new leader of this organization. 
Stay tuned for further updates as this  
organization evolves to represent burley and dark 
tobacco growers with tobacco companies,  
policymakers, government agencies, and others 
with ties to tobacco. 

Continued: Optimism for Burley??? 

          This fall, the University of Kentucky will host two  
regional fencing schools to help livestock producers learn about 
the newest and most sound techniques to build fences. The 
schools are Nov. 1 at the Marion County Cooperative Extension 
Office in Lebanon and Nov. 3 at the Clay County Cooperative 
Extension office in Manchester. Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. 
EDT. Classes throughout the day include fencing construction 
basics, fencing types, costs, fencing laws and more.    
          Chris Teutsch points out that one of the main goals of this 
school is to teach people basic fence construction. Then they can 
build a strong, long-lasting fence that will last 25 or 30 years, or 
if they decide to hire a contractor to build it for them, they will  
at least know what a well-built fence looks like.  
 

          UK specialists and fencing industry experts will teach  
producers how to install both fixed-knot, woven wire fencing and 
smooth electrified, high-tensile fencing.  
          Participants will learn through a combination of classroom 
sessions and hands-on demonstrations. If producers choose to 
participate in cost-share programs, they can use the skills learned 
to construct fences that meet Natural Resources Conservation 
Service specifications.  
          Each school costs $30 person and has a 30-participant  
limit. Organizers urge producers to sign up early. The registration 
fee includes morning refreshments, a catered lunch, a fencing 
notebook, safety glasses and hearing protection. To sign up,  
visit http://www.forages.ca.uky.edu/events. The registration 
deadline is two weeks before each workshop.  

Fall Fencing School Registration is Now Open 

http://www.forages.ca.uky.edu/events


 

From the Woods Today 
 
University of Kentucky Forestry and Natural Resources Extension  
(http://forestry.ca.uky.edu/extension-home) is offering relevant information 
about woodlands in a weekly internet show. “From the Woods Today,” airs 
live on Wednesdays at 11:00am ET. Watch using Zoom or Facebook Live 
(https://www.facebook.com/ForestryExtension). 
 
The link to the Zoom sessions and previous shows can be found by visiting:  

www.FromTheWoodsToday.com 

The feeder cattle market has really flexed its muscles as we have moved through summer. The  
October CME© feeder cattle futures contract has increased by more than $10 per cwt since May 
and this can be seen in the market for heavy feeder cattle. Heavy feeders typically make their highs 
around this time of year, but calf markets are increasing counter-seasonally. A strong calf market  
going into fall is a good sign for cow-calf operators that calve in the spring and will be marketing 
calves in the coming months. State average prices for Medium and Large Frame #1-2 Steers at  
550 lbs and 850 lbs can be seen below. The monthly charts run through the last week of August, but 
further price improvement was see in the first week of September. 
 
It is becoming more apparent that the supply of calves is going to be very tight this fall. Beef cow 
slaughter levels have been a topic of discussion all year and remain 14% above 2021 levels. We are 
also seeing high feedlot placement levels of light weight feeders, which has been another trend due 
to dry conditions in much of the country. Given the continued reduction in the size of the beef cow 
herd, this was likely to be a smaller fall calf run had weather not been a challenge. But, when  
combining that with the drought implications, fundamentals are setting up for a seller’s market for 
feeder calves. 
 
I also wanted to briefly discuss beef export levels as those have not gotten a lot of attention in recent 
months. Through the first six months of 2022, beef exports have been 7% higher than last year. Also 
remember that 2021 was a record year for US beef exports. At the start of 2022, most expected beef 
export levels to decline, mostly due to an expected decrease in beef production. However, the  
combination of high cow slaughter and early placement of cattle on feed has kept beef production 
higher than expected. While exports are likely to slow in the 4th quarter as beef production  
decreases, it does appear likely that a new record for beef exports will be set in 2022. 

Feeder Cattle Prices Gaining Strength 
Source: Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, University of Kentucky 
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY,  
KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S.  

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND  
KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

The College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity  
Organization with respect to education and employment and authorization to  
provide research, education information and other services only to individuals and 
institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not 
discriminate on the bases of race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion, political  
belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy,  
marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental  
disability. Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity 
Office, College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, 
Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the 
UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building,  
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US Department of  
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.  

Fayette County Cooperative Extension 
1140 Harry Sykes Way 
Lexington, KY 40504-1383 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFayetteCoANR%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccarol.bear%40uky.edu%7C43f6779e09c6449d4aae08d8b9622360%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637463178433116573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
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