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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 4, 2025 ~ Fayette County 4-H & FFA 
Livestock and Country Ham Showcase Sale; 
Bluegrass Stockyards, Lexington, KY; Dinner: 6pm; 
Sale: 7pm; Please see the flyer in this newsletter for 
more information. 
 

September 8, 2025 ~ Feeder Calf Grading 
School; Bluegrass Stockyards, Lexington, KY; 
6pm; Please see the flyer in this newsletter for more 
information; RSVP by August 29, 2025. 
 

September 16, 2025 ~ 2025 Horses &  
Horsemen: Farm & Facilities Expo; Mike & Chris 
Stokley, Big Creek Livestock, Paris, KY; 5pm; For 
more  information, please see the flyer in this  
newsletter; RSVP to Bourbon County Extension  
Office: (859) 987-1895. 
 

September 20, 2025 ~ Beef Bash 2025; C. Oran 
Little Research Center, Versailles, KY; 9:00am; For 
more  information or to register, please go online to  
https://www.ca.uky.edu/event/beef-bash-2025 or 
https://news.ca.uky.edu/article/beef-bash-2025; 
Questions: please email maggie.ginn@uky.edu  
 

September 24-25, 2025 ~ 2025 Intermediate  
Grazing School; Woodford County Extension  
Office, Versailles, KY; 7:30am-4pm; For more  
information or to register, please go online to  
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events 
 

2025 UKY Fall Fencing Schools  
September 30, 2025 ~ Hardin County Extension 
October 2, 2025 ~ Russell County Extension 
For more information or to register, please go online 
to https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events 
 

October 28, 2025 ~ 2025 KY Grazing Conference 
- East; Clark County Extension Office, Winchester, 
KY; 7:30am-4pm; To register, please go online to  
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events 

To me, August flew by, and I can’t believe it is  
already September! However, I am looking forward 
to this month as that means fall is almost here. 
There will be tons of fall programming, including, 
but not limited to the Feeder Calf Grading Clinic, 
Equine Farm & Facilities Expo, and the Invasive 
Plants of Woodlands program at Kelley’s Landing 
in October (see pages 3 & 5 for more information).   
 
Just a reminder, the deadline for hay samples for 
the Central Kentucky Hay Improvement Program 
is September 29th. If you would like to participate, 
please reach out to me to set up a time for me to 
come take samples. 
 
I hope this month brings some cooler weather and 
treats everyone well in their agricultural  
endeavors. As always, I am here to help answer 
any questions! 
 
 
 
 
Allison Tucker 
Fayette County Extension Agent for  
Agriculture & Natural Resources  
allison.tucker@uky.edu  

Publication Spotlight: 
 

Soil Testing: What is it and What it Does 
(AGR-57) 

 
Different soil types, different fields, and often areas 
within the same field vary in the availability of plant 
nutrients...Soil testing is the best way to identify these 
differences and to adjust liming and fertilization  
practices. The full publication can be found on line at  
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/agr-57 
 
If you would like a hard copy mailed to you, please 
email allison.tucker@uky.edu. 



 

For Plate It Up!  
recipes, visit:  

http://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/
content/plate-it-kentucky

-proud 

For Cook Wild Kentucky  
recipes, visit: 

 https://
www.planeatmove.com/

recipes 

Forage Timely Tips: September 
Source: UK Forage News, https://kyforagenews.wordpress.com 

 

 If not already done, soil sample and apply fertilizer as needed. 

 Plant perennial grasses and legumes. Consider using a novel endophyte tall fescue. 

 Harvest hay as needed. Do not harvest alfalfa after mid-September. 

 Scout pastures, identify perennial weeds and woody brush. Consult an agricultural professional to           
determine the control strategy. 

 Closely monitor livestock and do not overgraze. Pasture plants accumulate energy reserves in the fall that 
help them overwinter and regrow in the spring. 

 Feed hay to allow pastures to stockpile for winter grazing. 

 Rest native warm-season grass fields until after frost for better winter survival. 

 

RINSE AND RETURN PROGRAM 
10:00AM-12:00PM - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025 

Fayette County Extension Office; 1140 Harry Sykes Way, Lexington KY 
 

The Rinse and Return Program is a voluntary, cooperative program sponsored by the Kentucky Department of  
Agriculture and the Agri-Business Association of Kentucky (ABAK). Other partners include the University of Kentucky 
Cooperative Extension Service, which helps coordinate the Program on a county level, Farm Bureau, the U.S.  
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service and the local conservation districts, and the Ag 
Container Recycling Council. Due to the materials previously held by these pesticide containers they cannot be  
recycled with your ordinary household plastics. This program allows for the proper recycling of these pesticide  
containers. For additional information: https://www.kyagr.com/consumer/pest-and-recycling.html (scroll to “Rinse and 
Return Recycling Program”) 
 

Be sure to triple rinse all chemical containers before bringing them to the Extension Office: 

 Remove cover from container. Empty the pesticide into the spray tank and let the container drain for 30 seconds. 
 Fill the container 10% to 20% full of water or rinse solution. 
 Secure the cover on the container. 
 Swirl the container to rinse all inside surfaces. 
 Remove cover from container. Add the rinsate from the container to the sprayer tank and let drain for 30 seconds or 

more. 
 Repeat steps 2 through 5 two more times. 
 Puncture container. 



 



 

Hay Testing Even More Important in 2025 
Dr. Chris Teutsch, UK Research and Education Center at Princeton 

 
In many parts of Kentucky first cutting hay was delayed. Although yields were good, forage quality is 
another story. As the grass plant reaches maturity (gets mature seed) yield goes up, but quality  
decreases (Figure 1). This year we were on the right 
side of this figure, good yield but lower quality. We 
have already got our hay testing results back from the 
lab for our first cutting and that is exactly what they 
show (Table 1). 
 
I wish we could have been more timely in our hay  
harvest this spring but weather conditions were just not 
conducive to dry hay harvest. In fact, weather records 
indicate that we are seeing a trend toward fewer baling 
days in May (baling day = 3 curing days + 1 harvest 
day). It is just getting tougher to be timely with our first 
cutting harvested as dry hay. So, the question  
becomes what do we do? The list of practical solutions 
is short; in fact, there is really one viable alternative 
and that is baleage. High quality baleage can be made 
with a curing window as short as 2 days (one day to 
mow and wilt and a second day to bale and wrap). 
This provides more opportunities to harvest at the correct stage of maturity (late boot to early head). 

Hay Testing Even More Important in Wet Years 
In years like this one, hay testing becomes even more important. Since most of Kentucky’s first  
cutting hay was put up at an advanced stage of maturity, testing is going to be a critical part of  
making sure that we meet the nutrient requirements of our cows this winter. The single most  
important factor impacting rebreeding in cow herds is body condition at calving. To design an  
effective supplementation program for our lower quality hay we must know what the quality it. If you 
have never tested your hay, this is the year to start! 

Figure 1. As plant maturity increases, yield increases and forage 
quality (digestibility and crude protein) decreases. The single 
most important factor impacting forage quality is stage of maturity 
at harvest. 

Table 1. Forage quality of 2025 first harvest hay at UK Research and Education Center in Princeton. †CP, crude protein, ADF, acid detergent fiber, 
NDF, neutral detergent fiber, TDN, total digestible nutrients. 



 



 



Weekly Kentucky Livestock and Grain Summary USDA Livestock, Poultry and Grain Market News

Frankfort, KY

For Week Ending:
Receipts: 13,432 Last Year: 17,635
Compared to last week, feeder steers and heifers sold steady to 6.00 higher with 
exceptions to sharply higher.  Yearling steers and heifers sold 5.00 to 10.00 higher 
with good to very good demand for feeder and yearling classes.  Slaughter cows 
and bulls sold steady to 2.00 lower with good to very good demand. 

View Full Summary

Steers (M&L 1-2) This Week Prior Week Last Year
350-400 lbs 477.07 450.43 293.46
400-450 lbs 448.43 423.26 296.93
450-500 lbs 429.78 408.03 286.40
500-550 lbs 395.67 393.27 281.43
550-600 lbs 380.99 375.52 270.13
600-650 lbs 371.90 360.31 257.91
650-700 lbs 354.47 351.39 249.77 9 2+5
700-750 lbs 338.09 335.52 237.79
750-800 lbs 335.61 342.78 234.10
800-850 lbs 338.46 325.38 234.87
850-900 lbs 319.23 317.72 229.99

Heifers (M&L 1-2)
300-350 lbs 397.12 404.83 267.12
350-400 lbs 403.30 401.35 270.90 28
400-450 lbs 387.89 382.88 260.42 255
450-500 lbs 375.59 368.87 254.76
500-550 lbs 359.00 348.55 246.65
550-600 lbs 348.07 341.51 243.63
600-650 lbs 329.61 328.23 227.45
650-700 lbs 322.40 324.25 224.44
700-750 lbs 304.88 291.94 212.52
750-800 lbs 304.12 279.13 213.81

Slaughter Cows Average High Low
Breakers   150.00-182.00 160.00-205.00 142.00-171.00

Boners   140.00-178.00 160.00-197.00 110.00-169.00
Lean   127.00-169.00 150.00-184.00 100.00-152.00

Slaughter Bulls Average High Low
Yield Grade 1&2   184.00-220.00 202.00-226.00 162.00-189.00 191.00-

View Full Report Aug 14, 2025

Kids Selection 1  51 lbs 385.00; 65 lbs 345.00; 90 lbs 295.00.  Selection 1-2  
67 lbs 350.00.  Selection 2  53-54 lbs 305.00-335.00; 68 lbs 275.00-340.00.

Hair Breeds-Choice & Prime 1-2  56-58 lbs 300.00-305.00; 66-68 lbs 267.50-
285.00; 72-75 lbs 265.00-275.00; 91-95 lbs 230.00-237.00.  Choice 2  50-55 lbs
285.00; 65 lbs 257.50; 76 lbs 235.00; 94 lbs 225.00; 155 lbs 142.50.
Wooled-Choice & Prime 1-2  135 lbs 162.50.  Choice 2  83 lbs 230.00.
View Latest Grain Report

GRAINS This Week Prior Week Last Year
Corn 3.73-4.13 3.66-4.10 3.31-3.66
Soybeans 9.63-10.44 9.58-10.44 8.64-9.58
Red Winter Wheat 3.96-4.93 4.00-4.96 4.13-4.52

Last Week:  14,388

Monday, August 25, 2025

Saturday, August 23, 2025

WEEKLY COW SUMMARY 

 SLAUGHTER GOATS:  210
  Bowling Green, KY

SLAUGHTER SHEEP:  670

USDA Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News

Frankfort, KY

USDA-KY Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News

Levi Geyer, OIC  502-782-4138

Email:  Levi.Geyer@usda.gov
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/ams_2193.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/ams_2215.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/ams_2892.pdf
http://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/livestock-poultry-grain
http://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/livestock-poultry-grain
http://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/livestock-poultry-grain


 

Fayette County  
Cooperative Extension 
Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Newsletter 

NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE PAID 

LEXINGTON KY 
PERMIT 112 

 
 
 
 

 
Allison Tucker 

County Extension Agent for Agriculture  
& Natural Resources 

Cooperative Extension Service 
Fayette County Extension Service 

1140 Harry Sykes Way 
Lexington, KY 40504-1383 

(859) 257-5582 
Office Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm  -  Monday-Friday 

 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY,  

KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S.  
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND  
KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

The  Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal  
Opportunity Organization with respect to education and employment and  
authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to 
individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status 
and will not discriminate on the bases of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, 
creed, religion, political  belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender  
expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, 
physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activities. 
Reasonable accommodations of disability may be available with prior notice.  
Program information may be made available in languages other than English.  
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin
-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, 
Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the 
UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building,  
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US Department of  
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.  

Fayette County Cooperative Extension 
1140 Harry Sykes Way 
Lexington, KY 40504-1383 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

https://www.facebook.com/
FayetteCoANR/  
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